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THE FRED SMITH STORY 
One of the interesting characters among our ancestors on the Soare side of the family 
is Fred Smith. He was the brother of Emily Smith who married my great grandfather, W. E. 
L. Soare about 1867. William was a land surveyor who had been working in India, and Emily 
was the 16 year old daughter of a London innkeeper and wine merchant. According to my 
mother's family history, "This put her in a social class unacceptable to the aristocratic Soares, 
who promptly disowned William Edward"...From old letters it would appear that a year or 
two after the birth of their son, Albert William Lyttleton, William Soare decided to come to 
Canada instead of returning to India. He came to Ontario about 1870 and was joined there 
by his wife and young son Albert William Lyttleton,,known as 'Bertie'. Two other children, 
Frederick and Florence 'Florrie' were born but both died fairly young and little is known about 
them". Jack Soare, the youngest son of Bertie and his wife Margaret (Fyfe) Soare says that 
Florrie suffered from fetal alcohol syndrome, and that her mother Emily, who died at age 36, 
was an alcoholic. 
We don't know when Fred Smith emigrated to Canada but he was in the army with 
General Middleton's forces who came to Saskatchewan during the Riel Rebellion in 1885. 
At the end of hostilities he left the army and in 1886 joined North West Mounted Police. His 
regimental number was 1888. He also persuaded his young nephew, Bertie to join the force. 
During the next ten years he served in several detachments including Lethbridge, where he 
had an interest in several pieces of real estate, and Regina where he was master of the 
N.W.M.P. Masonic Lodge. He had held the rank of Sergeant in the army and he held this rank 
in the police force, but was demoted for being drunk on duty. In 1897 he was serving in 
Battleford and he brought out the cannon to shell the poplar bluff near Duck Lake where the 
renegade Indian Almighty Voice had taken refuge with a companion. Both natives were killed 
during the shelling. In 1970 a Hollywood movie was made in Duck Lake about this incident. 
Needless to say the mounties are the bad guys in this version of the story. 
In 1898 Fred left the force to seek his fortune in the gold fields of the Yukon. He was 
grubstaked by a syndicate from Yorkshire headed by his nephew Davis Burlinson, a 
stockbroker. His other nephew, Bertie, had left the force also and was homesteading in 
Manitoba. He also put some money into Fred's undertaking. 
Several letters relating to this venture have survived and I have attempted to decipher 
them and print them in order. I found them interesting and hope that others will also. 
J.C. Stead 
Salmon Arm, B.C. 
Nov. 1999 
P S . The square box referred to on page one still exists, complete with the original hasp and 
padlock. I also have the small tin box but any papers it once contained have disappeared. 
JCS 
Letter from Fred Smith to his nephew A. W. Soare. 
Regina, 
19th Feb '98 
Dear Bert, 
Your letters to hand-1 note the old address. I shall leave here for Edmonton about 
the 24th inst. Any letter adressed to me there must reach that place by the 1 st March. I shall 
give your address at the Bks and also in the "Old Country'. All mail matter you must keep until 
you hear again from me. I will send you enough stamps to keep you going- as I mentioned 
before, any papers or magazines, make use of them then if possible forward. 
With regard to Florrie, I should take very stringent measures with her, I think she is 
playing off with a view to getting sent back again and evidently she is very artful. I have no 
doubt but that they would take her back but it would be a great disappointment to them- you 
as her brother should exert your authority and tell her straight that you cannot keep her unless 
she works, and I should add that she be told distinctly that there is no chance for her to go 
back again. Perhaps if you say that this comes from me she may be reconciled to her fate-
you might also hint something about an Industrial School. Finally I do not advise sending her 
back and you must use your own discretion as to writing home on the subject. With regard 
to that legacy business you had better correspond with the home folks on the matter. I know 
very little on the subject. 
I shall send 2 boxes to Pilot Mound and send you word the day on which I ship them. 
In the square box everything is for your use. In the trunk you will find all my things done up 
in paper, My private papers in a tin box being in the centre. There will also be some loose 
things in this trunk for your use. The key I will send in a letter. 
I forward today a splendid map of the Yukon, also a Cassells. 
I am writing to your uncle Ted and shall mention that Florrie's conduct is very bad. 
You had better note his address; 
Mr Edward Smith 
11 Anstey Rd. 
Peckham Rye 
London S. E. England 
Also keep the following; 
W. D. Burlinson & Co. 
Stock Brokers 
Branch Avenue 
Batley 
Yorkshire, England 
To cable simply the following; Burtinson, Batley. It is not necessary to put Yorkshire Eng. 
in an address. You will receive a letter from Edmonton which I will write the day before 
starting giving you the intended route so that you can trace it on the map. 
After getting this you will have time to write me supposing that there are any further 
directions which you require to know. The stamps I will send in the trunk. 
Love to Madge, Florrie and the children, I remain; 
Your Uncle, 
Fred 
Letter to A. W. Soare, 
Regina 
21st March, 1898 
Dear Bert 
I start definitely on the 23rd inst. We are taking oxen and ponies- they have been 
shipped already. 
Tomorrow I send you the two boxes-I have slightly changed the arrangement which 
I made in my last letter to you concerning them -1 have put all the things for you in the square 
box and kept the trunk for myself. I found that I had so many things which I wish to keep. 
I enclose some postage stamps- let Florrie have a few if she wishes to write home. The key 
of my trunk will follow later. Write to me at Edmonton when you get the boxes. Address 
Mr. F. Smith 
C/O F. Fraser Tims Esq. 
Edmonton 
Just one letter only, afterwards I will instruct you further. 
Boxes addressed to Pilot Mound. 
With love to all 
I remain 
Yours t 
Fred 
Note toA.W. Soare 
Athabasca Landing 
21st Apr. '98 
Dear Bert 
Long letter by next mail. I enclose key of trunk. Let me know if the boxes arrived 
at Pilot Mound O. K. 
Send any letters done up in one envelope to me here- also papers in one bundle-
postage lc for 4 oz. 
Address Mr. Fred Smith 
(Capt. Holt's Party) 
% Hudson Bay Co. 
Athabaska Landing 
Send at once or I shall be away down the river, 
next mail. 
I have great hopes of success. 
Am busy building scows. Full particulars 
Love to all 
Yours tr 
Fred 
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Letter to A. w. Soare 
Athabaska Landing 
23rd April, 1898 
Dear Bert, 
I came up to Edmonton some three weeks ago with 3 yoke of oxen & 2 ponies 
intending to go overland but we soon found out that it would be almost impossible to get 
thru on account of deep snow and poor feed and we could not carry any feed. A number 
of parties are stuck along the trail and most of them have lost about 2/3 of their ponies. 
Some managed to get back to Edmonton. I have come on here preparing the water route. 
I have joined forces with a party who own a small steam launch, a portable saw mill-
carpenters, blacksmith and shoe making tools- also an assay outfit. I have secured an 
interest in the above outfit. They have also 3 double tents, 4 stoves and all sorts of useful 
articles. I am taking 2 yrs provisions, am well supplied with clothing and have every hope 
of success. 
We go down the Athabaska through the lake to the MacKenzie and Fort Simpson, 
thence up the Liard River as far as possible then portage across to the Pelly. We expect to 
get gold on the Liard. The launch will be used to tow 2, 5 ton scows which we are now 
building. The ice has been running for 2 days and we shall be able to start any time after 
the 5th May- and shall make the Liard just as quick as if we had succeeded in getting 
through overland. There are about 600 people camped here now all busy building 
boats- more men are coming in daily . 
I sent you a few lines a few days ago, asking you to forward in envelope any letters for 
me, also in bundle any papers. 
I would like to know if you received the boxes safely. I forwarded them by freight prepaid 
the day before I left Regina -1 have received no letters since I left Regina. 
After leaving here it may be a long time before you hear from me again but I shall 
take advantage of any chance I can get to forward a letter to you to let you know how I 
am getting along. I sent the key of my trunk in my last letter in case you have to get 
anything out for me-1 am writing home by this mail. I think this trip will do me good. I 
am working hard all day on the boats and am hardening up fast- coming out here I walked 
90 miles of the journey. 
I hope that Florrie has improved, also that you are all well. In case of any accident 
to myself I shall give your address to one of the party so that he can communicate to you. 
' With love to Marg & children, I remain, 
Yours tr 
Fred 
If you received the boxes O. K. I hope that you found some useful things in the 
one intended for you. If you haven't got them consult the Rwy officials. I enclose 
shipping bill. I am living in a tent and writing on my knee, hence the scrawl. There is no 
P.O. here but the H. B. C. take our letters. 
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From the Edmonton Bulletin June, 1898 
Fred Smith, a member of the Holt party, died very suddenly at the landing a week ago last 
Saturday and was buried by the masons there on the following Sunday. The deceased was 
sleeping with a companion and died during the night, the fact not being known until his 
companion attempted to arouse him in the morning. He was through the Northwest 
rebellion of '84 and '85 as quartermaster-sergeant of "B" battery and after the close of the 
rebellion in 1886, joined the Northwest mounted police, serving with them for a number of 
years as drill instructor. He was also an expert gunner and it was he who shelled out and 
killed the Indian outlaw, Almighty Voice, near Duck Lake last year. 
Letter to A. W. Soare 
Athabasca Landing, June 5/1898 
Dear Sir: 
We regret very much to inform you of the death of your uncle , Fred Smith who 
was a member of the Charles Holt's expedition en-route to the gold fields of Alaska. The 
writer is a gentleman from Chicago & a member of the party also who came in company 
with Mr. Holt, Mr. Getz, Mr Klott and two Schussler bros to Edmonton. Mr Getz was 
taken sick at Edmonton and concluded to return home to Chicago, grubstaking Mr. Smith 
in his place. It appears that Mr. Smith was drinking very hard while in Edmonton and 
was obliged to go to hospital and while there made arrangments with Mr. Getz. Mr. Smith, 
after recovering sufficently proceeded to Athabaska Landing and arrived here on the 19th 
of April where we have been making the preparations to proceed to the north after the 
period of nine weeks. Mr Smith commenced drinking again and was intoxicated which 
explains all the information to be had here. We all sympathize with you in the loss of your 
uncle and extend to you our ernest prayer for his soul. 
We remain, 
Yours truly 
Captain Holt's Party 
per A. F. Boake, 
4532 Champlain Ave. 
Chicago, 111. U.S.A. 
There is a note added to this letter signed by A. W. Soare's wife, Margaret. 
Mr. W. D. Burlinson 
Dear Cousin: 
As Bert had to go away from home today he asked me to forward this letter to you. 
I think it is the one you refer to in your letter as the post mark is the same as the one you 
sent us. 
With best respects 
I remain Yours tr 
M . Soare 
. fry* in. 
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The following letter is hand written on plain paper 
N . W. M . Police 
Athabasca Landing 
June 9th, 1898 
Mr. A. W. Soare 
Marringhurst, Manitoba 
Dear sir; 
I am very sorry to have to tell you that Mr. Fred Smith whom I am informed you are his 
nephew died here on the 4th inst, he had been drinking very heavily for some time and was 
attended by Dr. McCullough. Mr. Boake who's party he was in will be writing to you also 
he will give you all the information as to how he was fixed in his party. Mr. Boake gave 
me his gold watch, chain and gold ring to take care of until we should hear from you . 
I also have a few other small things which he had but they do not amount to anything. 
We gave him as nice a funeral as we could in such an out of the way place as this. I shall 
be very glad to hear from you and will give you any further information that you may 
require as far as I know of. 
Yours Truly, 
V. J. MacGillycuddy 
Constable N.W.M. Police 
North-West Mounted Police 
Office of the Comptroller 
Ottawa, 16th June 1898 
Sir: 
I regret to have to inform you that Ex-Sergeant Frederick Smith of the North West 
Mounted Police died on the night of the 3rd or early morning of the 4th instant, at or near 
Athabasca Landing, North of Edmonton. He was travelling with a number of others 
presumably in the direction of the gold fields; he went to bed as usual on Friday night and 
his death was only discovered on the following morning when some of those who were 
sleeping in the same tent tried to awake him. 
My informant tells me that owing to the extreme heat the body had to be enterred 
on Saturday evening the 4th instant. 
It is probable that the sad news has been sent to you from other sources, but having 
your address I thought it well to communicate the information as received by me. 
I have the honour to be, 
Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
F. W. White 
Comptroller 
Mr. W. H. Soare, 
Marringhurst Post Office 
Manitoba. 
Letter to A. W. Soare 
Branch Avenue,Battery 
12th July, 1898 
W. D. Burtinson & Co. 
INCORPORA TED ACCOUNTANTS 
STOCK BROKERS 
Dear Bert, 
I have been meaning to write to you for some time, but even when one is not 
actually busy, ones time during business hours gets filled up in a surprising manner and my 
letter has never got written. 
The sad news conveyed in yours of the 25th Inst, was a great shock to me 
and to all of us and we all feel it very keenly, particularly my dear Mother, who looked 
upon Fred more as a son than a brother. The blow is the harder to bear since I am afraid-
whether we know all the truth or not- we are forced to come to the conclusion that poor 
Fred has not been strictly honourable in his conduct. I called a meeting of the syndicate 
immediately on receiving your letter - for a day after - at my offices. The point which 
prejudices opinion adversely is, as one of the members put it, Fred has not been frank with 
us - for evidently when he wrote his last letter to me from Athabasca, dated 22nd April, he 
had for some reason abandoned his original party, or they had abandoned him & yet he says 
not a word of this nor of his having been in hospital but leaves us to infer that the delay in 
starting arose from his having started by the overland route and having to return owing to 
the lack of feed for the cattle caused by the deep snow. He distinctly states, however, that 
unlike many others he had not lost a single head. It would therefore seem that he still 
possessed some animals when he returned to Edmonton if he is to be believed, and I am 
inclined to believe him. Then he states, in the same letter from Athabasca, that he has two 
years of provisions and plenty of good clothes; also that he has secured an interest (we 
assumed by purchase) in the steam launch and saw mill belonging to the party from 
Chicago. He stated in a previous letter that he was taking a Winchester rifle and revolver. 
Now what can have become of all these things? Have the Chicago party taken the loan of 
them or did the members of his own party get them accidentally (?) mixed up with theirs 
where they left him, or has he drunk or gambled them away? 
I have received your second letter dated 26th June this noon and am very much obliged 
to you for the prompt measures you have taken to elucidate the mystery surrounding Uncle's 
death and the disappearance of his assets. You have done all that I was intending to do and 
we shall await with anxiety and eagerness the answers to the inquiries you have made through 
the police at Regina and Athabasca, of Mr. Tims at Edmonton, of Dickson the horse dealer and 
of Mr. Getz. I think surely some of these should help us to elucidate some of the darkness. 
I should be glad if you would send me as soon as possible an inventory of the goods 
belonging to Fred in your hands and also a list of the business and other papers he has left. 
Particularly state, please, if there is a will. I think there should be as he was so business 
like. 
He told me in his last letter that he had tried to insure his life for $2500 and would 
try and let me know if he was successful. He does not say with what office-1 suppose you 
have heard nothing? He possessed shares in several mining companies including the Ibex 
mine & if he has not sold them these certificates should be among his papers. Also he 
possessed an interest in several buildings & plots of land at Lethbridge & these I know he 
did not intend to sell as I offered to try and sell them here and he said he would keep them 
till his return. There should be something among his papers representing these. He refers 
to this property as follows; " I hold certain shares in a business lot on the main street, 
another holding the balance. I own half of a 1 acre lot in 
the town suitable for private residence. Another man in the force holds the other half of 
the acre. Then I have another acre suitable also for residences situated just outside of the 
town limits and in the vicinity of the Can. Pac Rwy junction & the Crows Nest Hill. In a 
few years these properties may be valuable & I see nothing better to do than to keep the 
taxes paid up to wait for better times". 
This property of course must be protected and his papers should show with whom 
it would be best to communicate.. 
I quite appreciate your reasons for not cabling and think you acted very wisely. 
The last letter from Fred, dated at Regina, was written on the 20th Feb., reached 
me 5th March, & in it he stated that he intended to move to Edmonton on the 25th Inst & 
he promised to write a long letter from Edmonton before starting & it was because this 
letter did not arrive that I wrote to you to ask news of him. This with what he told me 
about starting and returning is all I know of his doings. 
It is very good of you to offer to go and make enquiries on the spot but the 
members of the syndicate are not disposed to spend any more money, I find, so that it had 
better be left until we see whether any new developments render it necessary. 
Fortunately the amount we had remitted to Fred to date,viz. $1000, although too 
much to lose was not a really important amount when divided among several, but 
indignation is roused of course by the fact that that the money has been literally and 
absolutely wasted and splendid chances thrown away and Yorkshiremen above all hate to 
be, done. However, although no doubt it may lose me some business, I do not anticipate 
any very serious consequences. 
Will you please thank Mrs. Bert, my unknown cousin for returning my letter and 
ask her to forgive me for me for not acknowledging her note before. 
With kind regards to yourself & wife & assurances of my sympathy for the loss you 
and we have sustained and awaiting further news. 
Believe me 
Very sincerely yours 
W. Davis Burlinson 
to A. W. Soare 
Manitoba 
I will return Mr Boakes letter. 
